HAPPY NEW YEAR 



o c 






January 1978 



10< 




Dick Clark 
7he Worlds Oldest Teenager" 



Our School Song 

Let's give a cheer for 
those who conquer. 
They're the boys who have 

the pep. 
For our team never falters, 
Which give to us the rep, 

the rep, the rep, 
The victory's for Methuen 
High School. 
It's the way, the way 
they play. 
For it's M-E-T-H-U-E-N, 
Will win the game 

Today ! 



Dick Clark 

Visits 

Methuen 

by Arthur Hagopian 

Dick Clark of American Bandstand fame and 
the $20,000 Pyramid visited Methuen High 
School on Wednesday, November 9, as a part of 
the Methuen Forum Series. Clark, who has 
risen to hold the title of 'World's Oldest 
Teenager', wasn't embarrassed to reveal his 
true age as forty-eight. 

Before the start of the lecture, 'The Ranger 
Spirit' had an opportunity to speak with Mr. 
Clark. Although he is more or less associated 
with rock and roll, he believes that classical 
music should be given a chance to survive. 
When he was asked about punk rock, he said, 
'Punk rock is primarily an eastern phenomenon. 
I honestly don't see it as a major trend., 
born out of liberace, Alice Cboper, and Kiss.' 

Since dark could be called an authority on 
teenagers, 'The Ranger Spirit' asked him his 
opinion on today's teens compared with those 
of the fifties and sixties. Mr. Clark said that we 
are more like those of the fifties, and that the 
fifties are back . 

Mr. dark believes that today's music is 
better, that there's a greater quantity of it, and 
recording has improved over the years. Mr. 
Clark holds a very high opinion of Abba, in fact, 
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EDITORIAL 

A new school year is well underway for the 
students of Methuen High School, and we are 
all one more step up on the ladder of academic 
excellence. Hopefully, some of us have 
climbed to greater heights on the ladder of 
maturity and responsibility. Unfortunately, 
sane members of the student body have not 
made the climb and remain on the bottom rung 
of the ladder, as witnessed by the impressive 
display of senseless destruction which resulted 
from the flooding of the North House activity 
area during last year's final exams. 
As would be expected from such an event, 
some priceless jokes were mixed with the 
reaction of disgust and anger felt by the faculty 
and students after the occurrence. In reality, 
there is nothing humorous about it. In terms of 
expence to the taxpayer, the results of such an 
act are tragic. But while most people were 
looking at the physical destruction caused by 
such an incident, our eyes turned to the 
emotional aspect of the whole situation. The 
greatest tragedy which resulted from this whole 
occurrence was the realization that this act of 
violence caused more excitement among the 
students than Methuen High School has seen in 
sometime. 

Where does the blame lie for the virtual 
non-existence of school spirit in Methuen High 
School? Does the existence of school spirit in 
M.H.S. depend solely upon the students? 
Should teachers shoulder some of the blame? 
Are the course selections, school clubs, or the 
lack of a winning football team the culprits? 

The debate cm this question could go on 
indefinately, but the fact is no one person or 
organization can take all the blame. We do not 
know what the answer is . What we do know is 
that school spirit is low, and something in short 
supply eventually becomes extinct if it is not 
built up. 

The rebuilding process is a slow and 
sometimes frustrating one. Since the beginning 
of the 1977-1978 school year, however, this 



rebuilding process has been on-going. Case in 
point-the fall sports rally. Faculty and 
students observed a considerable improvement 
in student interest and participation. The 
administration and faculty have also been 
pleasantly surprised by the results of this 
year's school dances. 

It appears that school spirit is finally 
beginning to rub its eyes and come out of its 
sleepy existence. We must not be fooled into 
believing that school spirit has been fully 
restored in two months time, however. The 
process is a gradual one, and it is up to the, 
students to keep it going. 

The administration has done its part to give 
some impetus to the process of rejuvenating 
school spirit at Methuen HighSchool. This is 
seen in such events as Ranger Week and Senior 
Days. Now it is the turn of the student body to 
get into the act. Let us not make destruction of 
school property, Methuen High School's 
definition of a pep rally. 
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Editorial 

At the beginning of this school year a 
newly-elected member of the Methuen High 
School Student Senate chose to resign from his 
post as senator. The manner in which the 
Student Senate went about selecting a 
replacement for this person leaves some 
serious doubt in our minds about the fairness of 
the student government of Methuen High 
School. 

The method the Student Senate used in 
rinding a person to fill the vacancy is a lesson in 
hastiness itself. When the senator, who was 
from the South House, decided to resign, his 
seat was offered to the runner-up from the 
South House. When this person turned down 
the office, the position was given to the NORTH 
HOUSE runner-up. This gave the class 
involved four senators from the North House 
and two from the South House. 

It appears that the Student Senate bent a few 
of its own rules to save itself some work when 
dealing with this situation. The rules of the 
Senate state that each class shall have three 
representatives from each house. This rule was 
clearly overlooked when the Senate went 
looking for a replacement. Why was not the 
position opened up to a member of the House of 
Representatives from the appropriate house 
and class? Or why was not the seat opened up 
to members of that class from the South House 
and a special election held? There are two 
alternatives which would have preserved that 
equal representation rule. 

Another point to ponder is why the students 
do not express their feelings to their senators. 
Why is the Senate such an elite group when it 
should be so close to the students? Perhaps it is 
because the students have no idea of what is 
going on in the Senate. An alternative to this 
problem is having homeroom representatives 
read the minutes of each meeting to their 
classmates. 

But the fact remains that the Student Senate 
acted very carelessly in dealing with the 



resignation of one of its members. We hope the 
Senate will make serious efforts to deal more 
efficiently with this situation should it arise 



& lr Review ft 

by Mike Kearny 

♦-Bomb 
♦♦-So-so 
♦♦♦-Good 
♦♦♦♦-Excellent 



HEROES-"-The combined talents erf Henry 
Winkler and Sally Field looked promising. 
Unfortunately, this film is very disappointing. 
Henry Winkler plays an Army Veteran with a 
psychological problem. Sally Field is the girl 
who helps him find himself. This film is overly 
long and much of it is useless. Hie last few 
minutes are very good, but who wants to sit 
through two hours of trash for a good ending? I 
don't. 

"OH, GOD!"-***- "Oh, God!" is a fun film 
starring half-dead George Burns and country 
boy John Denver. There are many funny 
moments and good dialogue. Worthwhile. 
LOOKING FOR MR.GOODBAR-""-One of 
the best films in a while. Looking for Mr. 
Goodbar is powerful, well acted and important. 
Diane Keaton is fantastic and will most likely 
win an Academy Award for her performance. 
Mature audiences will appreciate this movie. 
Watch out though because the last fifteen 
minutes are so gross you will probably get sick. 



Letters to the editor are welcome. If you have 
any comments or complaints, write them up 
and drop them off with Mrs. Longshore in 
NE-9. The best letters will be considered for 
publication. 
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Rock 'N' Roll 
Footnotes 

by Steve Caredeo 

One of rock's hottest bands, Kiss, is currently 
touring the United States. After the U.S. tour, 
which ends this month, Kiss will go back to the 
studio to work on a new album, tentatively 
scheduled for a spring release or as soom as 
* Alive II' drops from the charts. 'Alive IF 
contains many favorites, such as 'Detroit Rock 
City', 'Shout It Out Loud', 'Calling Dr. Love', 
'Tomorrow And Tonight', 'Christine Sixteen', 
plus some new material. 'Alive II' was cut at 
the LA. Forum in August. Plans for next year 
include the release of a solo album by each 
member of the group. . . Steve 'Guitar' Miller 
has repeated a success story this year. Last 
year, Steve released 'Fly Like An Eagle' and 
the album went platinum and produced three 
big hits: Take the Money and Run', 'Rock 'n' 
Me', and the title cut. This year he released 
'Book of Dreams' which has been sitting 
comfortably in the top 10 and is on its way to 
becoming platinum. Plus this album also 
produced three hits, one of which is his latest 
top 10 hit 'Swingtown'. . . Chart veterans The 
Bee Gees have been pretty busy lately working 
on two movies: 'Saturday Night Fever' and 
'Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band'. The 
soundtrack from 'Saturday 'night Fever' has 
just been released and it contains The Bee 
Gees' hits 'How Deep Is Your Love' and 
'Staying Alive', plus music by K.C. and The 
Sunshine Band. . . One of 77's best new 
groups, Foreigner, is back in the studio 
working on a new album. Their first album 
went platinum and the third single 'L ong Way 
From Home' from their first album which has 
the hits 'Feels like The First Time' and 'Cold 
As Ice' has just been released.. . . Steely Dan's 
' AJA' Lp is the first release from the band since 
a year and a half ago with 'The Royal Scam'. 
The album contains some of his best material 
including 'Deacon Blue', and the first 'Peg'. . . 
Former lead singer and guitarist of Fleetwood 
Mac, Bob Welch has released his first solo 



album 'French Kiss'. Produced by Lindsay 
Buckingham and Christie McVie (members of 
Fleetwood Mac) was their first single named 
'Sentimental Lady', which they also do the 
background vocals for. . . The zany Ted Nugent 
is preparing to release a live album in January 
or February. The album will contain material 
from all his albums including the single 'Cat 
Scratch Fever'. Ted is currently on the road and 
he will begin to write some new material for a 
new album after his tour. The album is 
tentatively called 'live Gonzo'....Aerosmith 
had a tough time putting the finishing touches 
on 'Draw the Line'. Between Steven Tyler's 
voice problems, a court trip by Joe Perry, 
totalled cars and busted amps, Aerosmith has 
had a year of mishaps. And what happened at 
the beginning of October was the icing on the 
cake. Some fool threw an M-80 on stage at the 
Philadelphia Spectrum, cutting Joe Perry's 
hand and burning one side of Steven Tyler's 
left eye. It was their first concert of the national 
tour, which started in October. Now that they 
are recovered, the tour will start out in the 
West and they will do another concert in 
Philadelphia. Hopefully they will greet them 
with applause and not M-80's. The album was 
released December 9, and it contains hard 
rockers like 'Kings and Queens'.... 



Vote for Rock Poll '78 
Best Group - 
Best New Group - 
Male Vocalist of the Year - 
Female Vocalist of the Year - 
Best Single (vote for 5) - 
Best Album (vote for 5) - 
Best Concert of the Year - 
Worst Group - 
Worst Single (vote for 3) - 
Worst Album (vote for 3) - 

Submit all polls on a separate sheet of paper 
to Mrs. Longshore in NE-9 within two weeks of 
publication. The results will be published in the 
next issue. 
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Who Are These Teachers? 




solutions on page 6 



Name 



Steve Caredeo's 
Rock and Roll Trivia Quiz 

Official Entry Blank 

Homeroom 



Match The Songs To Their Artists: 



1. Mack The Knife 


A. 


Bobby Lewis 


2. My World Is Bnpty 


B. 


Beach Boys 


3. Dream On 


C. 


Bobby Darin 


4. Love Me Do 


D. 


Bee Gees 


5. Toss in' and Turnin 1 


E. 


Doors 


6. Lonely Days 


F. 


Beatles 


7. Surfin' U.S.A. 


G. 


Supreme s 


8. Get Off My Cloud 


H. 


Aero smith 


9. Touch Me 


I. 


Chicago 


10 . Beginnings 


J. 


Rolling Stones 



All entries must be submitted on the official entry 
blank from "The Ranger Spirit". Submit all entries to Mrs. 
Longshore in NE 9 within two weeks of the date of sale of 
the newspaper. 

A winner will be selected at random from all correct 
entries. The winner will receive a $10.00 gift certificate 
from Midland Records. The winner will be announced during 
the morning announcements. 




OUR FIRST RALLY- 
SOLO FLIGHT 
OF THE BALLOON 
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Clark 

(cont. from p. 1) 

he thinks that they hold the number one title in 
the world, while Fleetwood Mac holds the same 
title in the United States. Concerning AM 
radio, he finds that we overplay our hits and 
thus overexpose them. 

Mr. Clark opened his lecture with some 
humorous observations on politics and life in 
general, while helping us to recall long 
forgotten memories like a joint being a place to 
get a beer. Ms favorite television show of the 
past is The Ed Sullivan Show. 

Dick Clark started doing American 
Bandstand in 1956 and since that time 8,300 
acts have been performed. Some stars that 
have made their debut on American Bandstand 
are Barry Manilow, The Captain and Tennille, 
Frankie Avalon, Stevie Wonder, The Mamas 
And The Papas, Johny Cash, little Richard, 
Fats Domino, Neil Sedaka, and the late Bobby 
Daren. Daren was Mr.Clark's favorite singer, 
and he referred to Daren's death as tragic and 
preventable. The Twist was introduced on 
American Bandstand by Chubby Checker, and 
it broke a record when it remained a hit for two 
years. Elvis Presley and the Beatles never 
appeared on his show, but when the 
Beatles' record 'She Loves You,' was played on 
American Bandstand's Rate-A-Record part, it 
surprisingly received a seventy-three. 

Until recently, many embarrassing moments 
couldn't be avoided because it was filmed live. 
An example of this was when he asked a young 
girl to have a piece of gum that he was 
endorsing, and she refused saying, 'no, 
thank-you, my mom says it puts holes in your 
teeth.' 

At the conclusion of the lecture there was a 
question and answer period. The audience 
learnedthat the singers of his show, like those 
of The Lawrence Welk Show, merely move their 
mouths to a record. 

According to Mr. Clark, teenagers have 
tremendous buying power and influence on 
world affairs, and they use their influence on 
the world. 

We can expect to see many more Qark 
productions in the TV world because he has 
recently signed a $20,000,000 contract with 



NBC. This is certainly good news because Mr. 
Qark is a great man, and we think that it was a 
privilege for Methuenites to see him in person. 



Solutions to 'Teachers' 
Mr. Nigrelli,Miss Wilson 
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This gate would force people to pass by the 
security guard. Speed bumps were also 
requested. They also requested that a student 
be hired to work with the custodians to clean 
the parking lot and the school grounds. The 
School Board didn't vote on the proposal, but it 
took it 'under advisement'. 

If anyone has any suggestions for the Senate 
or the SAC, contact them directly or talk with 
your Homeroom Representative. 



student Senate 
Notes 

iy Dave Cormier 

The Student Senate started off this year by 
electing its Freshmen members, the Freshmen 
Class Officers, the Senate Officers, and the five 
Student Advisory Council (SAQ members. 
This year's Senate President is Pat Tahan and 
Vice-President is Bryan Kerman. 

After the elections, the Senate took on the 
extraordinary task of trying to promote 'school 
spirit'. They put a lot of effort into the fall 
sports rally, Ranger Spirit Week, Powder Puff 
Football Game, in which all proceeds went to 
the Methuen Scholarship Foundation, and the 
Thanksgiving Day Teacher's Reception. The 
Senate also sponsored the Brian Bellieau drive. 

On Monday, November 14, the Student 
Advisory Council brought a package proposal to 
the School Board concerning security in the 
parking lot. The SAC requested a security 
guard between the hours of 8:00 A.M. and 2:00 
P.M., and a gate which would be locked 
between 8:00 A.M. and 1 1 :00 A.M. It would be 
placed at the lower entrance of the student lot. 
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Design 
Specialists 




Designs 
for all 
Occasions 



JIM AND MABEL LONG. PROPRIETORS 

Weddings • Birthdays 
Funerals • Anniversaries 
Hospital Arrangements 




Interior Decorator 
Plants 

M) 686-3291 

100 HOWE ST., METHUEN " 




Students are welcome to submit articles, 
poems, cartoons or announcements to the 
newspaper. Please drop them off with Mrs. 
Longshore in NE-9. 



Looking Over 

the Football 
Season 



by Steve Castle 

Would you believe that if the Rangers had 
sewed only fifty-five more points during the 
season, they would have finished with a 9-1 
record rather than an 0-8-2 record? 

Their only loss would have been that 47-0 
rout to Dracut, but who says that they would 
have lost that game, at least that badly, since 
they would have gone into the game in first 
place with a 9-0 record. 

Anyway, even with an 0-8-2 mark, they 
should have not lost that badly to Dracut. Some 
9 or 10 turnovers actually set up middie 
touchdowns. 

But facts are facts. The Methuen Rangers 
went 0-8-2, not as bad as it lodes, by only 
letting up 125 points in ten games, averaging to 
12.5 points per game. Last year they let up 121 
points in their first four games . 

The offense did not improve. They scored six 
touchdowns all season, giving them 36 points, 
averaging 3.6 points per game, Last year they 
scored 42 points in the first two games. 

Maybe next year they can pull off the offense 
and defense together, but maybe all the other 
teams in the Merrimack Valley Conference will 
do the same. 

Next year should be interesting. 
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WHY WAIT ??? 

Go See Your Friends At The... 

METHUEN 

DRIVING KlI 
SCHOOL HH 

7 Hampshire St. DANIEL J. DODSON 
Methuen(Gaunt square) MARY JO DODSON 

T el. 682-9181 lester j. moore 



egin Classes at 15 years and 9 monthsHLicensed by Registry of Motor Vehicles 
Finish course in only four weeks Complete Driver Education 



Classes 
Begin Finish 

Jan .5 lan.31 

Feb.2 March 1 

March 6 IMarch 29 



The onlv commercial Driving School 
operating in Methuen, and the owners 
are Methuen residents . 



